
Migration/Flight and 
Parental Education in 
Austria  



in Austria 
 

 

Carla Lehner  

 

 



Foreign Population by Citizenship 



Foreign Population by Citizenship  

- Population of Austria: 8,5 million 

- Foreign Population: 1.1 million (13.3%) 

 

- Germany 

- Turkey 

- Serbia 
 



Length of Stay in Austria 

Half of the migrants however 

do not stay in Austria for 

more than 5 years: 

 

Germany: 52.7% 

Turkey: 70% 

Serbia: 59,4% 



Flight Situation in Austria 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Asylum Seekers mostly from 

Afghanistan, Syria and Irak 

2014: 28.000 

2015: 88.300 

 

Approval of Flight Status 

2014: 9.000 

2015: 14.400 
 
 



Approval of flight status  

Afghanistan: 30% 

Syria: 82% 

Irak: 24% 

 

For every 100.000 inhabitants 

Austria approved 167 applicants, 

which makes Austria the State with 

the second most approvals. 



Unaccompanied minors in Austria 
 The numbers of unaccompanied minors, seeking for asylum, are growing rapidly. 

 2015:  8.300 people under the age of 18 years 

              About 500 of them where under the age of 14 years 

  

 They are placed in special homes, where specifically trained pedagogues 

 take care of them. There is also a helpdesk run by the state to support them. 

  



Causes of traumatization 
Violence among refugees 

Violence from police forces 

Shocking experiences like seeing death 

 European reality is not what they envisioned  

 

 These experiences can cause problems with concentration and sleep deprivation, which 

can lead to extraordinary behavior in common situations. 

  



Measures  
  

Therapy for children and adults 

 Support Workshops 

 Integration in Communities (eg. Clubs) 

 Training in self-confidence 

 

 



Work Field of Integration 
  

Learning the language (funded by the State) 

Learning the core values of our society 

  

 After acknowledgement of asylum in Austria 

Finding work: different organizations support and accompany the people  

Finding somewhere to live: Manly volunteers help finding affordable flats 



Parental Education  
in Austria 
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Parental Education in Austria 
 Parental Education has a long tradition in Austria, nevertheless, it is still not part of the 

formal system of education.  

 It mainly supports parents in the upbringing of their children. There is a big variety of 

topics to choose from, depending on the different ages of the children or the social an 

financial situation of the parents. 

 Parents get in contact with parental education in kindergardens, schools, parental-child-

centers, etc. 



Special projects in parental education 
 In recent years, new forms of parental education were developed, which are 

great models for participation and integration: 

  

 Parental Active Seminars 

 Family and Neighborhood 

 Family Weekends 

 Parent-Child-Center 

  



Parental Active Seminar 
  

 Three parted seminar (three afternoons) 

◦ Theoretical input on the previously agreed topic by a specialist 

◦ Testing phase at home 

◦ Discussion how the activities worked 

◦ Guidance by specialist 

  



Family and Neighborhood (FuN) 
 It is a special project to bring families from the same neighborhood together. 

 Main Focus: 

playing time with the children  

Getting to know the neighbors 

Discussing occurring problems with neighbors 

Implementing a daily schedule for the families (breakfast or dinner together) 

  



Family Weekends 
 Families from problematic financial or social backgrounds get to spend time together, 

develop new visions in a coached setting and strengthen the confidence in their family.  

 

Hiking while talking about occurring problems 

Talking at the bonfire 

Parents get to have some alone time 

Having the opportunity to take a break of everyday life 

  

  



Parent-Child-Center 
In the Parent-Child-Centers we regularly offer high quality seminars or group activities. 

 

Special offers: 

 Playgroups 

 Easy access meetings  

 “Daddy-Active” 

 Family counceling 

 

 



Bagback Project: „Mama learns German“ 

◦ While the children are in kindergarden or school, mothers have the opportunity 

to learn German and the Austrian values in an very informal setting. 

Reenact practical situations 

Going on excursions  

Mainly offered in big cities (eg. Vienna, Linz) 



Volunteers Project „Connect“  
 

Connect is a project, initiated by the Kinderfreude-Organization in 2015, after thousands 
of refugees came to Austria in only a few weeks. 

What does “Connect” do? 

 “Connect” coordinates and brings people together, who want to help. 

 “Connect” knows, where and when which support is needed. 

 It is a platform for exchange an coordination among the helpers. 

 “Connect” won a project-award for being one of the most innovative Refugee-
projects of 2015. 

 

 

  



Thank you for your attention! 


